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FRONT COVER: This month we are featuring the Victorian T class, a class of locomotive that 

a few years ago looked like their working days were just about finished. Great Northern Rail 

Service’s 381 working out of Junee in New South Wales, rolls downgrade at Jindalee as it returns 
from Young. Sat.17.6 Greg Sweeney 


INSIDE FRONT COVER: A smoky Sydney bound XPT leaves the Bunbury Street tunnel at 
Footscray on Thurs10.2 Jamie Fisher 
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A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


SEPTEMBER 
be 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1890: Opening of Murchison to Rushworth 
line. (110) 

2nd, 1995: Derailment of the Westcoaster at 
Werribee. (5) 

8th, 1885: Opening of Boolarra to Darlimurla line. 
(115) 

8th, 1975: Kananook station opened. (25) 

10th, 1890: Opening of Cathkin to Koriella line. 
(110) 

12th, 1990: First train to Webb Dock — wagons of 
containers hauled by G5 14. (10) 

13th, 1945: Victorian Division of ARHS officially 
formed. (55) 

13th, 1970: Loco R761 repaired for special train 
excursions. (30) 

13th, 1980: Control of suburban trains commenced 
from Metrol. (20) 

19th, 1955: Electrification of Warragul to Moe and 
Moe to Yallourn lines. (45) 

20th, 1985: First N class loco (N451) delivered. 
(15) 

24th, 1860: Opening of line from Richmond to 
PicNic (near Burnley). (140) 

25th, 1980: First loco mechanical project at 
Steamrail’s new depot at Newport Workshops - 
new piston rings fitted to K190. (20) 

27th, 1995: John Holland invited sub-contractors 
to submit quotation for new tram depot at 
Montague. (5) 


OCTOBER 
| | 
ANNIVERSARIES 

4th, 1915: First Victorian automatic signalling - 
Richmond to Hawksburn and Prahran - with 
electromagnetic locking at South Yarra. (85) 

6th, 1985: Final pair of P class locos (22 and 23) 
delivered to South Dynon. (15) 

10th, 1890: Opening of the Scarsdale to Linton 
line. (110) 

12th, 1925: Electrification of Ringwood to Upper 
Ferntree Gully line. (75) 

13th, 1985: Loco N451 underwent trials at South 
Dynon. (15) 

15th, 1965: Last steam loco withdrawn from 
north-eastern district. (35) 

15th, 1970: First Walker type railcars scrapped 
(24RM and 35RM). (30) 

15th, 1985: Virtually all V/Line Passenger carriages 
had been airconditioned. (15) 

17th, 1890: Myrtleford to Bright line opened. 
(110) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 


Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 
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COUNTRYLINK FARE RISE 


On Sat.1.7, Countrylink increased fares 
by 6.2% to allow for the GST. Fares 
were not increased by the full GST of 
10% on account of the new tax system 
making diesel fuel cheaper, thereby 
cutting Countrylink costs by 3.9%. 
The average increase in fares across 
the Countrylink network was $5, 
whilst the one way fare (economy seat) 
between Melbourne and Sydney 
increased from $104 to $110. There 
was no impact on the entitlement of 
NSW pensioners to four free trips per 
annum on Countrylink worth up to 
$900 with the new fares. 

In contrast, fares on V/Line services 
did not rise by more than 2% from 
Sat.1.7, although the Victorian Trans- 
port Minister (Mr Peter Batchelor) did 
indicate that: ‘The GST price increase 
precedes the annual CPI fare increase 
that will take affect on 1.1.2001. This 
is expected to be around 7.5%, in- 
cluding cumulative CPI impacts since 
the last increase in January 1999, and 
the likely effects of the GST on CPI.’ 


SPENCER STREET 
CHANGES ANNOUNCED 


On Wed.28.6, Mr Peter Batchelor, 
Victorian Transport Minister, officially 
announced that Spencer Street would 
be given a $300 000 upgrade to im- 
prove lighting, seating, toilet facilities 
and security. 

This announcement was made at 
Spencer Street station whilst the 
Minister: 


™ Revealed that more than 100 local 
and overseas companies had lodged 
Expressions of Interest in re- 
developing the Spencer Street 
station site. 


™ Announced the board members of 
the new Spencer Street Station 
Authority (a Government body 
established to oversee the redevelop- 
ment of the station). The Chairman 
of the new Authority will be Mr 
Gordon McKern, former V/Line 
Passenger Corporation Chairman. 
He will be supported by the 
following board members — Ms 
Robyn Stewart (ANZ Global Head 
of Property) and Mr John Taylor 
(Head of the Office of the Director of 
Public Transport). 


™ Launched a newsletter known as 
Interchange whose objective is to keep 


the public informed on the progress 
of re-developing the station. 


On Wed.5.7, Mr McKern indicated 
in a Bendigo newspaper article that the 
entire 25 hectare Spencer Street station 
site as it currently stands was a barrier 
to Docklands development and that 
the biggest challenge for the new 
Spencer Street Station Authority 
(SSSA) was to make it a gateway to this 
growing area. 


Mr McKern said that: 


™ By March 2001, the SSSA would 
hand the Government a concept 
plan for the whole site and a master 
plan for the station. 


= There are 80 000 to 100 000 people 
passing through the station every 
day and that this presented an 
exciting opportunity for retail 
development of the site. 


NATIONAL EXPRESS 
RELEASES RESULTS OF 
BAIRNSDALE STUDY 


On Thur.6.7, National Express held a 
public meeting in Bairnsdale at which 
the results of a lengthy study into the 
feasibility of restoring passenger rail 
services between Sale and Bairnsdale 
were released. 


Approximately 180 people attended 
the meeting, including Mr Craig 
Ingram (MLA for Gippsland East), 
Mr Peter Hall (MLC for Gippsland 
Province) and Mr Bill Bolitho 
(Mayor of Bairnsdale). Members of the 
Save Our Train Group were also well 
represented. 


The key speaker for National 
Express was Mr Geoff Smithwick, 
Managing Director of V/Line Passen- 
ger. He was supported by represen- 
tatives of the two major consultancies 
involved in the study, namely Connell 
Wagner (who assessed cost of restoring 
the track, bridges and stations) and 
Sinclair Knight Merz (who determined 
the demand for the restored rail 
service). 


In summary, the major findings of 
the $53,000 study were: 


@ Jt will cost at least $11.3 million to 
upgrade the line to make it suitable 
and safe to run passenger trains. This 
includes sleeper replacement, exten- 
sive ballasting, protection of level 
crossings, facelifts at Stratford and 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN RAILCARS IN VICTORIA 


Above: Victoria is a mecca for railfans as the huge variety of rollingstock statewide offers something for everyone. On the 
South Gippsland Tourist Railway we see a ‘Redhen’ railcar waiting to depart Korumburra for Leongatha on Sun.10.4.99 


Below: ‘Bluebird’ motor 802 and trailer enjoy the sun at Pakenham on Wed.10.3.99 during trials to see if they were suitable 
for Traralgon line services. Unfortunately they did not meet expectations Bi// Kingsley 


Bairnsdale stations and substantial 
upgrading of the Avon River bridge. 


™ An operating subsidy of $1.5 million 
would be required to bridge the gap 
between what V/Line Passenger can 
earn from increased ticket sales and 
the cost of operating the service. 
This is $21 500 per route km and 
less than half the average subsidy 
across the V/Line network of $57 
200 per route kilometre. 


™@ It has been forecast that between 
200 and 250 passengers a day would 
travel over the section of rail line 
between Sale and Bairnsdale if it was 
restored and that between 40 and 70 
would be new passengers. 


CBD TICKET BARRIERS 
CLOSED 


All ticket barriers at Central Business 
District stations (Flinders Street, 
Spencer Street, Flagstaff, Melbourne 
Central and Parliament) have been 
fully closed since Sat.1.7. Conse- 
quently, it is necessary to use a ticket to 
pass through these barriers. 
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Those passengers without a ticket 
compatible with the automatic ticket- 
ing barriers, such as V/Line customers 
using platforms 13/14 at Spencer 
Street, will have the barrier opened by 
a station officer after showing their 
ticket. 


Between Sat.1.7 and Wed.5.7, 
employees of Bayside Trains, Hillside 
Trains and V/Line Passenger were 
issued with new touch cards in 
conjunction with the introduction of 
the new barrier policy. These plastic 
cards (known as Metcard Xpress) only 
need to be positioned in front of a 
yellow dot on the barriers to activate 
the barrier gates. 


END OF EDMONDSON 
TICKETS ON V/LINE 


V/Line Passenger ceased to use 
Edmondson tickets in March and all 
stocks were subsequently withdrawn 
and destroyed. 


One of the last major V/Line 
Passenger locations still using Ed- 
mondson tickets at the time was the 


subway booking office at Spencer 
Street. 


NEW COUNTRYLINK 
TIMETABLE & FARE BOOK 


Countrylink has issued a new public 
timetable and fares book with an 
effective date of Sat.1.7. The cover 
photo features XP 2001 in the special 
centenary of Federation livery at 
Central station in Sydney. 
Major changes over the last book 
dated 1.11.99 include: 
m The period in which bookings can be 
made has been altered for some 
services. 


™ More adverts for Countrylink 
holidays are incorporated. 


m Fares have been adjusted for GST. 


MINERAL SANDS DRIVES 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
UPGRADE 


Poor infrastructure is threatening a 
potential multi-billion-dollar mineral 
sands industry in Victoria claims Sin- 
clair, Knight, Merz who have con- 


With the freight services now returned to the outskirts of Bairnsdale, how long will it be before they return into the yard itself. 
T409 shunts a wagon to be stored in Bairnsdale yard prior to departing on the last goods train on Wed.19.10.84 Nez/ Stevens 
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With a major push underway to return broad gauge passenger services to the Ballarat - Ararat line, how long will it be before we 
again see Sprinters in regular service at Trawalla. Pictured is 7022 heading for Ararat during a test run on Fri.14.6.96 Jeff Bounds 


ducted a study on the development of 
mineral sands covering zones centered 
on Mildura, Swan Hill, Robinvale and 
Horsham. It emphasised that up- 
grading of the infrastructure was 
critical for the projects to be viable on 
a world basis. 

The mineral sands are in the Murray 
basin, an area 600 kilometres across, 
that includes portions of Victoria, New 
South Wales and South Australia. The 
value of the Murray Basin’s deposits is 
about $13 million. 

The study emphasised that once the 
infrastructure was upgraded to cater 
for mineral sands, it would also be a 
catalyst for development of other 
industries 

The plan includes roads, bridges, 
electricity and gas connections, water 
supplies, telecommunications and rail 
links to the ports. The formats of the 
zones vary, but the study indicated that 
an efficient and economic transport was 
critical to the success of the industry. 
Key links in the transport chain are the 
mine/primary processing plant to the 
mineral separation plant to the port. 


Mineral sands — titanium and 
zirconium and the resulting processed 
tradeable products rutile, ilmenite and 
zircon — have many applications, from 
paint and paper to plastics, ceramics 
and jet planes. 

Creating a standard-gauge rail link 
between Mildura and Portland is a key 
recommendation. This would involve 
the upgrading and standardising the 
Mildura line north of Lascelles, with a 
new rail link to the Hopetoun line. 

Other infrastructure recommenda- 
tions included: 


= Upgrading the existing broad-gauge 
lines into Melbourne and Geelong, 


with the focus on product flow from 
Mildura. 


m Construction of container port 
handling facilities at Portland and 
Geelong where feasible. 


= Upgrade rail access to the Port of 
Melbourne. 


m™ Upgrade and standardise the Mil- 


dura - Ouyen - Pinnaroo line 
sections to provide direct connection 
to the Port of Adelaide. 


PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
PERFORMANCE 


The Victorian Transport Minister 
recently released the second of their 
quarterly bulletin that reports on the 
performance of Victoria’s train, tram 
and bus operators. Track Record 
provides up-to-date information about 
the punctuality and reliability of the 
Victorian’s public transport services. 
For the period January-March 2000 
the bulletin revealed: 
™ Hillside Trains paid penalties total- 
ing $467 000 to the State Govern- 
ment for failing to meet performance 
targets. 


™ Swanston Trams paid penalties of 
more than $1.2 million for failing to 
meet performance targets. 


™ Yarra Trams paid penalties totalling 
$181 000 for failing to meet per- 
formance targets. 


™ Bayside Trains received a bonus of 
$47 000 for exceeding performance 
targets. 


The above brings the total perfor- 
mance related penalty payments by the 


operators for the seven months since 
privatisation to more than $3 million, 
while total incentive payments are 
more than $2 million. 


BALLARAT NORTH 
WORKSHOPS 


Ballarat North Railway Workshops is 
having a revival with the recent award- 
ing of contracts with Connex covering 
the refurbishment of suburban trains. 

The Ballarat North Railway Work- 
shops was sold to Alstom Australia in 
August 1999. Alstom announced the 
workshop’s 105 workers would be 
retained under the $7 million contract, 
indicating a possible increase in em- 
ployment in the future. Alstom 
Australia officially took over the 
workshops in October 1999. 

In July 2000 Alstom Transport 
Ballarat won a $44 million contract to 
refurbish 45 Melbourne Connex, 
Comeng three car train sets over the 
next two years. The refurbishment 
includes new seating, floor coverings, 
walls and internal painting. On board 
television monitoring, emergency 
assistance, a computer-operated pas- 
senger announcement and information 
display system are part of the in- 
novative new features included in the 
refurbishment. 

Alstom Transport have revealed a 
second contract to refurbish 174 trains 
for Connex over the next five years 
which will strengthen the future of 
the Workshops in Ballarat. (Ballarat 
Courier) 


FREIGHT SCHEME AXED 


Freight Australia’s subsidised on-farm 
grain collection service has been axed 
to most parts of the state. 

On-farm pick-up was started some 
15 years ago to compensate for the loss 
of railway lines and to bring grain from 
border areas. With rail privatisation, 
the mounting paper work has resulted 
in Freight Australia deciding to wind 
back the grain collection system. 

Last year the service collected about 
820 000 tonnes of grain with 80% of 
the grain coming from a 30-40 km 
radius of rail links. Under the new 
rules, Freight Australia will only cart 
grain from border areas and will not 
subsidise the first 30 km of a trip. 


WEST COAST FUTURE 
UNCLEAR 

The West Coast Railway’s contract for 
the operation of the inter-city pas- 
senger service between Melbourne and 
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Warrnambool expires on 30 June 2001 
and the government has made no 
decision on the continuation of the 
Warrnambool service. WCR has indi- 
cated that it aims to buy at least $40 
million worth of new trains if its 
franchise is renewed. 

The Victorian train manufacturers 
and WCR have called on the State 
Government to renew WCR’s franchise 
so local industry can tender and 
participate in the company’s planned 
new rollingstock. 

Victorian rail manufacturing sector 
missed out on the major portion of the 
$1 billion worth of new rollingstock 
that the private operator, National 
Express, ordered earlier this year, with 
the contracts going to manufacturers in 
Germany. 

A newly formed local consortium, 
Australian Rail Manufacturers, have 
had discussions with WCR on the basis 
that WCR would call tenders for new 
work if the franchise is renewed. ARM 
indicated that although Adtranz, a 
Dandenong based company, won the 
$245 million contract to supply 
National Express’s V/Line Passenger 
with 29 new two-car diesel trains, the 
train shells would be made by Clyde 
Engineering in Newcastle and Vic- 
torian companies would do the fit-out 
work. 

WCR is a regional employer and the 
loss of the franchise would increase 
unemployment in the regional area. 
The company has 55 full-time staff, 
with the head office in Geelong, a 
workshop and service depot at War- 
rnambool and a maintenance depot in 
Ballarat. 

WCR won the tender to operate the 
Warrnambool service in 1993 and 
became the model for the then Kennett 
government’s subsequent privatisation 
of the public transport system. Mr Don 
Gibson, company chairman and 
director, said that the public liked the 
service and was successful operating 
three return trains a day between Mel- 
bourne and Warrnambool. It has also 
introduced steam locomotives as part 
of the tourism push for their operation. 

As part of their bid to renew its 
franchise, the company has a number 
of expansion proposals including the 
rebuilding the existing 16 carriage 
fleet, at a cost of $25 million, to in- 
troducing new Sprinter type trains to 
be built at a cost of $45-$50 million. 

The Ministry of Transport indicated 
that the Government is committed to 
maintaining at least the existing level 


of service on the line and was 
considering options for securing the 
continuation of the service, but no 
decision has yet been made. 


THE OVERLAND SERVICE 
INCREASED 


Great Southern Railway announced 
that the Overland train would extend its 
service to include a Saturday service 
during the September school holidays. 

The Overland is on trial as a day ser- 
vice between Adelaide and Melbourne 
until November. The Saturday train is 
in direct response to the success of 
the daylight service and the demand 
experienced during the July school 
holidays. This provided the encourage- 
ment to experiment with the Saturday 
service over the school holidays. 

The additional daylight service on 
the Overland will operate on 16, 23 and 
30 September 2000 only, returning to 
Adelaide over night. 


RESULTS OF ARARAT 
STUDY RELEASED 


On Thurs.27.7, the results of a 
$50 000 study into the restoration of 
passenger rail services beyond Ballarat 
to Ararat (a 92 km long extension) 
were announced by Mr Geoff Smith- 
wick, Managing Director of V/Line 
Passenger, at a public meeting held in 
Ararat. 
In summary, Mr Smithwick indi- 
cated that: 
™ V/Line Passenger, which is a part of 
National Express Group Australia, 
supported the re-introduction of the 
passenger rail service to Ararat if the 
Government provided the funding 
to restore the line and an appropriate 
level of subsidy. 


™ It will cost $5.4 million to restore 
the line and a further $2.6 million 
after 5 years to maintain the line to 
suitable standard. 


™ An annual Government subsidy of 
$1.5 million would enable V/Line 
Passenger to run a daily return ser- 
vice from Ararat to Melbourne. 


™ In addition, it represents a subsidy of 
only $15 800 per route kilometre — 
less than a third of the average 
V/Line Passenger subsidy of $57 200 
per route kilometre. 


™ Sprinter railcars would be used for 
the 50 minute trip between Ararat 
and Ballarat. The daily service would 
depart Ararat at 08 10 and would 
arrive back in Ararat at either 19 25 


or 20 00 (depending on which option is 

selected). 

@ The train would travel at a top speed 
of 130 km/h with Beaufort the only 
intermediate stop between Ararat 
and Ballarat. 

™ It was predicted in the study that 
between 180 and 190 passengers a 
day would travel between Ararat 
and Ballarat on the rail service if it 
was restored, of which around 20 
would be new passengers. 


Connell Wagner undertook the 
infrastructure assessment for the study, 
whilst Sinclair Knight Merz (SKM) did 
the demand forecasting. Represen- 
tatives of both firms spoke during the 
presentation — Mr Andrew Cole for 
Connell Wagner and Mr Ray Winn for 
SKM. 

A total of 60 people attended the 
meeting, including representatives of 
the Councils and Shires through which 
the line passes, as well as the Wimmera 
- Mallee Rail Service Association (a key 
representative of the later being the 
Association’s Secretary, Mr Phillip 
Jones). 


HILLSIDE TRAINS BECOMES 
CONNEX 


On Sun.23.7, Hillside Trains was 
renamed Connex Trains in a world- 
wide corporate revamp by the French 
transport giant CGEA (Owners of 
Connex). 

The company launched an intensive 
television, radio and print media cam- 
paign over the following week to 
inform the public of the change. 

American singer Harry Connick 
Junior was extensively used in the 
campaign. He also appeared on three 
different styles of posters displayed at 
Connex stations that featured the 
following light hearted text: 

‘Welcome to my train company. 
That’s OK, they’ll fix the spelling.’ 

‘They named it after me. But they 
should have consulted me on the 
spelling ...’ 

‘Since Hillside changed their name 
to Connex, this has become my 
favourite track ...’ 


FIRST REFURBISHED 
CONNEX TRAIN LAUNCHED 


On Mon., 24.7, Transport Minister 
Peter Batchelor launched the first of 
the refurbished Connex Comeng trains 
at Flinders Street station. 

The refurbished three car set (517M, 
??2?T and 698M) used at the launch 
carried a distinctive blue and yellow 
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Connex external colour scheme and a 
new nose treatment. A number of 
changes have been made to the interior, 
including: 

™ New seats and seating arrangement. 
™ New floor coverings. 


™ Windows have been inserted in the 
ends of each carriage to improve 
visibility throughout the train 


™ A passenger announcement and 
information display using a Global 
Positioning System (GPS) has been 
fitted. 


Both photos Chris Gordon 


™ On-board CCTV monitoring and 
emergency assistance buttons have 
been installed. The CCTV system 
digitally records the interior of the 
carriage and when a_ passenger 
presses the assistance button the 
driver will be able to monitor events 
taking place in the carriage and, if 
necessary, call for police assistance. 


The refurbished 


train has not 


entered service yet and is being tested 
until the second refurbished 3 car 
Comeng set is completed. 


Above: A view of the driver’s cabin of the refurbished Connex train 
showing the position of the screen for in-car monitoring by the driver 


Below: An interior shot of the cars at Flinders Street station on Mon.24.7 


Connex plans to have eight of the 
blue and yellow refurbished trains in 
service by September and will refurbish 
all 45 Comeng trains by the end of 
2002 at a total cost of $44 million. 
Alstom at Ballarat North Workshops 
undertaking the refurbishment for 
Connex. 


XPT POWER CARS 
RE-ENGINED 


The Paxman 12RP200L ‘Valenta’ 
engines fitted to the XPT power cars 
are nearing the end of their life after 
years of highly intensive service. 

In 1999, Countrylink decided to 
replace these engines with new Paxman 
12VP185 engines and awarded a 
contract for this work to Goninan at 
Newcastle, NSW. 

XP 2016 was shopped to be fitted 
with the new engine in April 2000 and 
was returned to traffic on Tues.27.6. It 
ran a test run on the Central West XPT 
for several days before making its first 
long distance run to Murwillumbah on 
4.7.2000. 

XP 2006 was the second XP unit to 
be re-engined and was returned to 
Sydney after this task was completed 
on Fri.14.7. It made its first revenue 
run on the Central West XPT: 


NEW COUNTRY DAY OUT 
TICKET 


On Sat.15.7, V/Line Passenger intro- 
duced the new Country Day Out ticket 
aimed at encouraging families and 
small groups of adults to travel to 
country locations on weekends and 
visit key attractions. 
The ticket includes: 
™ Return economy train travel from 
Melbourne. 


™ Admission into the designated 
attraction. 


™ Transfers between the railway station 
and attraction. 


Attractions that can be visited with 
this ticket include Sovereign Hill 
(Ballarat), Old Castlemaine Gaol, 
Powerworks Museum (Morwell), 
Paddle Steamer Canberra (Echuca), 
Central Deborah Gold Mine (Bendigo) 
and the National Wool Museum 
(Geelong). 

The ticket must be purchased in 
advance of travel — no later than 20 00 
on the day prior to travel. 

The adult package covers 3 to 4 
adults travelling together, whilst the 
family package covers up to 2 adults 
and 4 children. 
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NEW V/LINE ANNUAL 
TICKET 


On Sat.1.7, V/Line Passenger intro- 
duced a new Annual ticket with the 
following features: 

Discount: 52 weeks travel for the cost 
of 46 weeks. So purchasers are still 
ahead if they take 4 weeks annual leave 
(The price of the annual ticket is 
equivalent to 46 weekly tickets). 
Payment Method: Purchasers have 
the option of either a single up-front 
payment by cheque, money order, 
Bankcard or credit card, or they can 
pay monthly by direct debit from a 
bank or other account. 

Durability: The annual ticket is 
laminated to withstand a years use. 
Ordering the Ticket: The ticket 
cannot be bought at a station, but is 
processed in Head Office after the pur- 
chaser has completed and submitted 
the application form attached to the 
Annual ticket brochure. 


ECHUCA WHARF LINE 
FUNDING 


On Mon.29.5, the Victorian Transport 
Minister announced that the Govern- 
ment would grant half the $300 000 
required to rebuild the rail link 
between Echuca Railway Station and 
the Port of Echuca Wharf. 

The remaining $150 000 required to 
complete the project will need to be 
raised by the Port of Echuca Authority. 

The Echuca wharf line was closed 
over 32 years ago on 1.5.68 and the 
last length of rail was lifted on 10.3.70. 


It was formally closed in 1978 with the 
passing of the Railways (Amendment) 
Bill. 

During its last years, the Echuca 
Wharf line carried the following traffic: 


™ Timber from the sawmill operated 
by the Evans Brothers. 


™ School trains carrying High School 
and Convent pupils. 


The wharf line was originally opened 
with the Bendigo to Echuca line on 
19.9.1864 and was one of a number of 
pier and wharf lines operated by the 
Victorian Railways in the country 
(Other lines being located at Bairns- 
dale, Geelong, Mildura, Port Fairy, 
Sale, Swan Hill, Portland and War- 
rnambool). 


VALE 
GERALD A DEE 


It is with deep regret we advise 
readers, that Gerald Dee passed 
away on Sunday 6 August 2000. 
Gerald was born on 7 June 
1934 and joined the Victorian 
Railways on 17 January 1951. He 


joined the ARHS in 1960 and was 
a member of the founding group 
initiating the establishment of the 
Railway Museum. Gerald was 
appointed a Life Member of the 
Victorian Division in 1982. 

Our deepest sympathy is ex- 
tended to Lorna and the family. 


G527-G516 arrive at Dunolly off the Inglewood line during May 2000 Jonathon Thomas 
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RAILWAY WEIGHBRIDGES 
—A Brief History — 


Railway owned and operated 


Lz has been written about 
weighbridges and the purpose of this 
article is to: 

m Explain why they were originally 
required. 

m@ Why their role declined. 

m Give individual histories of the 
weighbridges owned and operated 
by the Victorian Railways (VR) in 
1969. 

® Indicate how many weighings were 
performed annually on rail weigh- 
bridges. 


WHY WEIGHBRIDGES WERE 
ORIGINALLY REQUIRED 


In August 1969, the VR owned and operated seventeen rail 
and thirteen road weighbridges in the country and six rail 
and ten road weighbridges within the metropolitan area (see 
Note 1). 

Freight at this stage was predominantly charged on tonnes 
carried and consequently weighbridges were an integral part 
of VR operations. 

Not all consignments needed to be weighed by the VR, 
such as those weighed on public or private weighbridges (a 
number of grain processing mills had their own weigh- 
bridges), or where a standard estimated weight was agreed 
upon between the VR and consignee (in cases where a 
consignment could be loaded in a consistent manner, such as 
bagged cement). In these circumstances, the VR would have 
an agreement outlining the arrangements, and the customer 
was required to produce documentation to verify claimed 
weights when required. 

VR rail weighbridges were also used to randomly check 
wagons for overloading. This was to ensure that: 
® Rollingstock and infrastructure, such as track and bridges, 

were not being damaged by excessive axle loads 
= Customers were being charged at the correct rate. This was 

important given that the Railways were a ‘common carrier’ 
with published cartage rates and were required to preserve 

a position of being ‘fair and equitable’ to all customers. 

In addition, they were used to tare new wagons and re-tare 
existing wagons, thereby ensuring the accurate estimation of 
net tonnes (see Note 2). 

Freight needing to be weighed could be weighed: 

m On road weighbridges prior to being loaded. 


# On rail weighbridges at the start, middle or end of its 
journey. 


WHY THEIR ROLE DECLINED 

By the mid-1970s, the commercial viability of the VR system 

of weighing was in decline on account of: 

= Most weighbridges in service being beyond their design life 
and were becoming increasingly unreliable despite regular 
servicing (some weighbridges were over 80 years old). 


weighbridges for weighing 
wagons and road vehicles were 
once a common sight on the 
Victorian railway network, 
but changing circumstances saw 
their role decline during the 
1970s and finally come to an 
end in the mid-1980s 


Chris Banger 
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m Weighing taking too long. On 
average, it was taking 15 minutes to 
weigh wagons on the static (see 
Note 3) rail weighbridges available. 
This delayed the delivery of goods to 
an unacceptable level in an in- 
creasingly competitive transport 
environment. It also discouraged the 
VR from performing random checks 
for overloading. 

m The increasing use of bogie ex- 
changeable wagons meant that the 
tare weight stencilled on these 
wagons was only correct when they 
ran with their original bogies. Con- 
sequently, nett weights were subject to error and dis- 
putation between consignors, consignees, agents and the 
VR. 

@ The short length of most rail weighbridges (20 ft. or 6.1 
metres), combined with the increasing length of rail 
wagons meant that double (or split) weighing was a regular 
occurrence, i.e., it was necessary to weigh a bogie wagon 
twice to get the total weight of the vehicle. This was further 
complicated by the total weight, in some cases, of a fully 
loaded bogie wagon exceeding the load capacity of 
the weighbridge. (The heaviest bogie wagon that could 
be weighed on a 35 tonne capacity weighbridge was 70 
tonnes, whilst a fully loaded bogie wagon could weigh as 
much as 76 tonnes. This problem was overcome in most 
cases in the 1970s by upgrading the load capacity of a 
number of rail weighbridges to 40 tonnes.) 

Double weighing was also necessary for road vehicle’s as 

most ‘cart’ weighbridges had been designed for the shorter 

vehicles used in the era of the horse and cart. 

Between the late 1970s and early 1980s, the VR phased 
out weighing due to 

= The proportion of traffics being charged on a ‘true’ weight 
basis declining, i.e., the VR was tending to charge by the 
wagon load, train load or on an agreed estimated weight. 

= The cost of the staff required to conduct weighings, as well 
as the cost to maintain the existing network of weigh- 
bridges, exceeding the revenue benefits. 

= More customers installing their own weighbridges where 
‘true’ weight was critical to their operation. 

@ The high cost of installing modern ‘in-motion’ weigh- 
bridges at the time exceeding derived benefits. In addition, 
VR difficulties with determining accurate weights on the 
‘in-motion’ electronic weighbridge at South Dynon (see list 
of individual weighbridge histories) had undermined con- 
fidence in this type of weighbridge. 


INDIVIDUAL HISTORIES OF VR OWNED 
WEIGHBRIDGES 

VR owned and operated weighbridges in service in August 
1969 and their eventual fate (where known by the author) are 
listed in the accompanying tables: 
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RAIL WEIGHBRIDGES 


Year 
Location Capacity Make Installed Notes 


Ballarat 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1910 Last overhaul completed on 10 March 1983. Last tested on 29 November 
1984. It was last used on 23 October 1990 based on records held in the 
weighbridge cabin. During March 1992, the points at each end of the 
weighbridge were removed isolating the weighing mechanism from rail 
traffic. 

In its last years of operation it was used to weigh ‘mill’ grain destined for 
Garden City, Joe Whites (both located near Wendouree) and Elliot Magill 
(located at Redan). It also weighed 4 wheel F] wagons used to convey flour 
between Ballarat and Williamstown or Westall. 

This weighbridge was still intact in Ballarat Yard in September 1999, 
although it had been disconnected, striped of internal furniture and 
vandalised. It is one of two VR owned rail weighbridges still standing in its 
original position in country Victoria (the other being Maryborough). 


Benalla 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1915 Last overhaul completed on 10 February 1978. In early 1978, Benalla was 
mainly weighing malt barley from Wahgunyah to Swanston Dock. Closed in 
May 1979. Officially recorded inVR Marketing Branch records as having 
closed on 15 November 1978.A special test of the weighbridge was 
conducted on 9 August | 982 prior to it being re-opened. Re-opened on 2 
December 1982 during the 1982/83 drought to weigh interstate grain and 
malt from Corowa Maltings (loaded on rail at Wahgunyah). Weighing ceased 
in April 1983 and the weighbridge was removed in February 1984. 


Bendigo 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1914 The cabin was damaged by fire in September 1982. The weighbridge does 
not appear to have been used after this date, but was surprisingly tested on 
I | September 1984. It has been removed and the frame, platform and 
levers are now in storage at Castlemaine under the care of the 
Castlemaine and Maldon Railway. 


Castlemaine 35 tonnes _ Pooley 1909 In early 1978, Castlemaine was mainly weighing hay and logs. Closed in May 
1979. Officially recorded inVR Marketing Branch records as having closed 
on 15 November 1978. Re-opened in September 1982 to take over the 
weighings that had been performed by Bendigo weighbridge prior to it 
being damaged by fire.A special test was conducted on the weighbridge on 
19 October 1982. It was noted in the Weighbridge Maintenance Note 
Books on 10 September 1984 that it was being used instead of Bendigo. 
Primarily re-tared wagons until it ceased to be used in 1987.The last 
wagon known to have been weighed was VOBX429 on 25 July 1987. 
Removed in 1989 when Castlemaine yard was rationalised. This 
weighbridge is now owned by the Castlemaine and Maldon Railway and is 
stored in a dismantled condition. 


Dimboola 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1935 The weighbridge underframe broke in two places at 12 50 on I5 October 
1982 as a C class loco passed over the bridge whilst positioning twelve 
loaded GJF wagons for weighing. An overhaul commenced on 8 November 
1982 to assess the viability of repairing the bridge. The option of using 
parts from the Murtoa and Hamilton weighbridges to repair Dimboola was 
considered, but the cost was excessive given that 90% of the weighing task 
could be performed at Ballarat (Dimboola primarily weighed bulk barley for 
Joe White Maltings Ltd of Ballarat and Elliot Magill Pty Ltd of Redan). The 
weighbridge was scrapped in December |982 (noted in Weekly Notice 
WN 6/83). 


In 1975, Hamilton weighbridge was being used to weigh grain from 
Westmere and Willaura that was being consigned to Wright Stephenson at 
Heywood for the manufacture of stock feed. Closed on 15 November 
1978. Removed in December 1982 and returned to Newport Workshops 
for spare parts. 


Hamilton 35 tonnes _— Pooley 1928 


Korong Vale 35 tonnes _ Pooley 1909 The beams of this weighbridge were packed on || November 1968 to see 
if the closure of this weighbridge would have any adverse effect upon 
operations. The weighbridge was never used again after this date, although 
it was still considered as being available in an emergency (after the packing 
was removed). The weighbridge cabin was damaged by a fire lit by a track 
gang burning off near the structure on 8 December 1970.At this stage, 
some of the crossing work that connected the weighbridge road had been 
removed. It was officially abolished in 1971 and approximately 75% of the 
weighbridge had been removed by 16 October 1971.The removal of the 
weighbridge and weighbridge road was completed on 15 May 1972. 


Le 
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RAIL WEIGHBRIDGES (continued) 


Location Capacity 


Make 


Year 
Installed 


Notes 


Korumburra 40 tonnes 


Pooley 


1923 


Installed in conjunction with alterations to the down end of the yard. Used 
mainly to weigh coal consignments from the Korumburra/Jumbunna 
/Outtrim areas. This weighbridge saw limited use after 1960. Closed on 22 
February 1978.The task of removing the weighbridge as completed on 10 
March 1978. The weighbridge track was retained. 


Maryborough 40 tonnes 


Pooley 


1907 


In early 1979, Maryborough was weighing bulk wheat, gypsum, 
superphosphate, poles and gravel. Approximately 7 to 10 wagons were 
being weighed daily at this time. Closed to traffic on a trial basis from | July 
1979 to 30 September 1979. It was found that most traffic at Maryborough 
could be handled at Ballarat. Re-opened on | October 1979. Permanently 
closed from 4 February 1980. Interestingly it underwent its last test on 29 
November 1982. Still in position as at September 1999 (this was a 
particularly difficult weighbridge on which to spot wagons for weighing on 
account of the grade). 


Melbourne Yard 120 tonnes 
- South (Side) 
Yard 


Avery 


1966 


This was the largest rail weighbridge ever installed by the VR. Features of 
this bridge were: 
= Twin tables of 31 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 4 in. (9.6 x 1.9 metres). 
= All ft. II in. (3.6 metre) long dead section (mounted between the other 
two tables). 
Closed for its final mechanical overhaul between 4 and 14 January 1983. 
Used for spasmodic weighing as late as 1994. Out of use by 1995 and 
removed when the area was re-developed as the BHP Steel Terminal. 
Following the demise of the ‘Electronic Weighbridge’ at South Dynon in 
1980, this bridge was used to randomly check the Apex quarry train 
(running between Kilmore East and Westall) for overloading. The first 
Sprinter (No.7001) also passed over this bridge to check that its weight 
was to specification. In its final years of operation, fitters had to visit the 
weighbridge the day before a vehicle passed over it for weighing to 
manually pump out the pit in which the tables sat on account of the 
automatic pump not working. 


Melbourne - 80 tonnes 
South Dynon 


1971 


Opened on | September 1971. Known as the ‘Electronic Weighbridge’. 
This weighbridge was capable of weighing 4 wheel or 100 tonne bogie 
wagons and had the following features: 

= |In-motion weighing (5 mph maximum speed across the bridge) 

™ Travel across the bridge in either direction. 

™ Dual gauge (Broad and Standard) 

™ Electronics which automatically zeroed the scales before weighing. 

The main justification for the installation of this weighbridge was to check 
for overloading. The automatic zeroing feature was removed in its early 
years of operation after it continually failed. This feature was not a success 
on account of the weighbridge foundations being built on land that was 
formerly mud flats and therefore unstable. This function was performed 
manually after it was removed. 

There was a problem with the accuracy of the weighing that was extremely 
sensitive to the speed at which wagons passed. It was originally intended to 
routinely weigh train loads on both gauges, but problems with accuracy 
often resulted in disputes with customers about declared and detected 
weights. Often the weights declared by the customer were more accurate. 
Once a month, until this weighbridge was de-commissioned, the Apex 
stone train (Kilmore East - Westall) passed over it to check for 
overloading. 

Placed out of order in January 1980 and permanently closed in October 
1980. Removed sometime between 1986 and 1988. 


Murtoa 40 tonnes 


Pooley 


1907 


Closed in May 1979 after having only had minimal use for a number of 
years. Officially recorded in VR Marketing Branch records as having closed 
on 15 November 1978. Removed by 1982.The Grain Elevators Board had 
(and possibly still do) their own weighbridge at Marmalake which made the 
VR weighbridge redundant. 


Newport (Goods) 40 tonnes 


Pooley 


1926 


Newport Goods Yard was closed in 1966. Removed in December 1971. 


North Geelong 40 tonnes 


Pooley 


1921 


Installed in conjunction with a number of changes introduced in the yard in 
1920/21. Still in use in 1983. Its eventual fate is unknown. 


Port Melbourne 40 tonnes 


Closed on a trial basis from 6 August 1979 to 6 November 1979 and never 
re-opened. By this time the freight task at Port Melbourne had changed 
significantly. Date removed unknown. 


eg 
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Above: The 35 tonne capacity rail weighbridge at Korumburra in mid-1961 
Below: Shepparton rail weighbridge on Wed.8.3.85 Both photos Chris Banger 
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RAIL WEIGHBRIDGES (continued) 
Year 
| Location Capacity Make _ Installed Notes 
| Seymour 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1943 Removal completed on || May 1976. 
| Shepparton 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1907 Still in use in 1983. The ‘Weighbridge Siding’ was removed on 31 July 1988. 
Tenders were called in late 1988 to purchase and remove the weighbridge. 
| It is believed that the weighbridge was removed in 1989. 
Stawell 40 tonnes _— Pooley 1907 In 1978, 94% of wagons weighed at Stawell carried bulk barley, bagged oats 
and bulk wheat, including bulk barley destined for Ballarat and Redan and 
export bagged oats originating from Stawell and destined for Cowper Street 
in North Melbourne. Temporarily closed from | February 1979 to 30 April 
1979 on a trial basis. All weighings were undertaken at Ballarat during this 
period. It was not re-opened at the conclusion of the trial. Officially closed 
| on 27 July 1979.The closure of the weighbridge enabled the VR to 
withdraw the Stawell Pilot (shunting loco) and cease stopping through 
trains carded to detach/attach wagons carded for weighing. Last tested on 
9 February 1983. Date removed unknown. 
Tottenham Yard 35 tonnes VR 1925 Date removed unknown. 
Warragul 40 tonnes _— Pooley 1916 Installed in conjunction with the extensive yard re-arrangement works 
completed in 1915/16. 
The capacity of this weighbridge was increased from 35 to 40 tonnes in 
1973. 
The reliability of the Warragul weighbridge was poor by the mid-1970’s. 
One wagon of sand dropped off at Warragul for weighing during this 
period was delayed for a week on account of the weighbridge requiring 
adjustments. 
Grain destined for Pakenham from locations on the western side of 
Melbourne was carried beyond Pakenham to be weighed at Warragul (this 
was against normal weighing instructions that stipulated that no 
consignment should be carried beyond their destination for weighing). 
Closed on | October 1981 and removed in 1984. 
Warrnambool 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1907 Removal completed on 28 July 1976. Not noted in the Weekly Notice as 
having been removed until issue WN 44/77. 
Williamstown 40 tonnes _ Pooley 1904 Out of use from at least August 1973. Removal completed by 7 February 
Pier 1980. 
Wonthaggi 35 tonnes _—_ Pooley 1911 Installed to weigh coal consignments from the Wonthaggi area. When coal 
(State Coal Mine) mining ceased (the mine at Kirrak was the last and closed in December 
1968) it continued to be used spasmodically for weighing sand until the 
State Mine Yard was closed to all traffic in July 1971. 
Woodend 40 tonnes _— Pooley 1907 Closed on 13 July 1979. Removal completed in November 1979. 
ADDITIONAL NOTES REGARDING RAIL WEIGHBRIDGES 
® All country weighbridges and the metropolitan weighbridges ™ Ballarat and North Geelong were the last VR country 
at Newport Goods, Port Melbourne, Tottenham Yard and weighbridges to be manned full time. They were still manned 
Williamstown had a 20 foot (6.1 metre) long by 5 foot 3 inch full time in 1975/76. 
Ve med) Wide Cepicaner Wale sttedt With austeelyardimens = Ballarat appears to have been the last operational country rail 
eee weighbridge as it was required to weigh 4 wheel FJ wagons 
= The following weighbridges were fitted with Relief Roads that conveying flour from Ballarat to Williamstown or Westall. 
allowed locomotives and other rollingstock (that did not need . ; ; . 
to be weighed) to pass over the weighbridge without imposing All ie al were consigned to Spotswood after they 
any load upon the bridge - Ballarat, Benalla, Bendigo, Dimboola, METS EEMONES: 
Hamilton, Melbourne Yard - South (Side) Yard, Murtoa, Port = Two rail weighbridges used purely for departmental purposes 
Melbourne, Seymour and Tottenham Yard. still remain — one is located outside the dis-used East Block at 
= All weighbridges were maintained by the Weight and Scale Newport Workshops (40 tonne capacity Pooley installed in 
Section based at Spotswood Workshops. Each weighbridge 1914) and the other at Spotswood Reclamation Depot (40 
received a major overhaul every three years and a cleaning and tonne capacity Pooley installed in 1961 and presumably 
testing in other years. relocated from another site). Both are out of use. 
= [975/76 was a cleaning and testing year.A clean and test would = The cabin of a weighbridge formerly located near the former 
take two days to complete at a cost of $2,010 (in 1976/77 Tarpaulin Shop at Newport Workshops (within the Steamrail 
dollars) and would involve two men. An overhaul would take compound) still remains, although in very poor condition. This 
five days to complete at a cost of $5,026 (in 1976/77 dollars) 40 tonne capacity weighbridge was manufactured by the VR 
and also involved two men. and was installed in 1916. lt was removed in 1980. 


T CLASS 


NEWSRAIL September 2000 


AT WORK IN NEW SOUTH WALE 


272 


S Al 


Ts OO TTS NEWSSRAIL September 2000 


) SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


CSN ONY 


a 


GNR’s 381 leads Austrac’s 1873 on DAT 2 freight away from Yennora in 
Sydney on Fri.9.6 Jamie Fisher 

In a scene considered totally impossible until recent times, CK! (ex 
Victorian T class) leads DES and DE7 on the BHP narrow gauge ore line 
at Whyalla on Sat.10.6 Michael Bray 


CK3 (ex T405) on the standard gauge at Port Augusta en route to 
Whyalla to join CKI.Sun.11.6 Michael Bray 


When Freight Australia won logging contracts in the Junee district, 

T class were sent north to operate the service. T390-T399-T408 await 
their next turn of duty at Junee Loco on Wed.19.4 Greg Sweeney 

GNR’s 381 shunts at Cooks River in Sydney on Fri.14.7 Peter Gambling 


In the 1980s Australian National were suffering a loco shortage on the 
broad gauge in Adelaide and purchased five T class from Victoria and 
re-classed them the CK class. Here we see CKI-CK4-CK5 working 
No.T20 Penrice - Osborne limestone train through industrial Birkenhead 
on Sun.24.3.96 Roger Evans 


373 and 381 found themselves in Adelaide on Tues. 19.10.99, following a 
loco failure prior to departing Melbourne. Here we see them leading 


CLP8-GM32-CLF5-CLP 12 off MA3 working SCT loading from Dry Creek 
to Port Adelaide Roger Evans 


£373 
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ROAD WEIGHBRIDGES 
Year 

Location Capacity Make _ Installed Notes 

Ballarat 40 tonnes _— Pooley 1910 Last overhaul completed on 10 March 1983. Last tested on 29 November 
1984. It was last used on 23 October 1990 based on records held in the 
weighbridge cabin. During March 1992, the points at each end of the 
weighbridge were removed isolating the weighing mechanism from rail 
traffic. 

Allendale 20 tonnes VR 1967 Allendale had a 10 tonne capacity Fairbanks cart weighbridge (installed in 
1903) prior to 1967. The new weighbridge was a re-conditioned unit with a 
16 ft. x 8 ft. (4.9 x 2.4 metre) cast iron deck in contrast to the 14 ft.x 8 ft. 
3 in. (4.3 x 2.5 metre) timber deck of the 1903 vintage weighbridge. The 
1967 weighbridge was sold to Steetly Industries in 1976 for $250. 

Arden Street 20 tonnes VR 1927 Removed in the early 1980s. 

Ballarat 20 tonnes VR 1966 Abolished sometime between 1976 and 1983. 

Bendigo 20 tonnes 1926 Preserved in front of the Discovery Science and Technology Centre 
(DSTC) located in front of Bendigo railway station. Woolworths Ltd, 
together with the DSTC, restored the weighbridge as a community 
heritage restoration project and officially completed the task in June 1995. 

Colac 16 tonnes Hawke 1956 The capacity was upgraded from 10 to 16 tonnes in 1973. Fitted from new 
with a steel deck and a dial head in lieu of the standard steelyard. Abolished 
by 1983. 

Daylesford lO tonnes Fairbanks 1885 The Secretaries Inward Correspondence Register indicates that the 
weighbridge was ready for use on II June 1885 (VRPS 433/P Unit 16 File 
5113).The last mechanical service of this weighbridge was conducted on 
22 August 1967. Sold to the Shire on 22 December 1969 (officially 
abolished by the VR in 1970). Removed in 1973. 

Fitzroy (Goods) 20tonnes VR 1925 The ARHS was contacted after local residents alerted the National Trust in 
early 1999 that this weighbridge was to be demolished. It has now been 
dismantled and placed into storage for the Railway Museum. 

Maryborough 10 tonnes = Fairbanks ~=1903 Removed by 1988. 

Melbourne 20 tonnes ? The weighbridge located near No.| Shed was removed in 1993 when the 

(Melbourne (x2) area was re-developed as the car park for the temporary Casino located 

Goods) in the World Trade Centre. 

Melbourne -South 40 tonnes — Fairway/ 1970 Located near No.9 Shed. Installed in December 1970. Last overhauled in 

(Side) Yard Howe January 1985. Date removed unknown. 

Melbourne - 20 tonnes VR 1925 Located near ‘C’ Gate. Placed out of use in 1970 and removed in 1985 as 

Cowper Street a part of the works associated with the construction of the Webb Dock 

No. 8 line. The weighbridge was sent to Spotswood Reclamation Depot after it 
was removed. 

Melbourne - 40 tonnes _ Fairway 1957 Unique in having a concrete deck (measuring 50 ft. x 10 ft./15.2 x 3.1 

Dynon No. | metres) rather than steel, timber or cast iron. It was placed out of use in 
1992 after the table collapsed and it was used as a source of spare parts 
for the South Dynon weighbridge. The original weighing equipment was 
replaced with load cells and the weighbridge re-commissioned in 1995. It is 
still in use. 

Melbourne - 40 tonnes Avery 1961 De-commissioned in 1990 and removed in 1997. 

North Dynon - 

Forwarding 

Agents Depot 

Melbourne - 40 tonnes Fairway 1961 Installed in December 1961. Consisted of a twin table that was 50 ft.x 9 ft. 

South Dynon (15.2 x 2.7 metres). Initially required to weigh coke and coal traffic from 

(K Gate) NSW. With the development of the South Dynon Container Terminal in the 


1980’s it was used to weigh containers for despatch on Superfreighter 
interstate container trains. Decommissioned just prior to the hand over of 
the terminal to the National Rail Corporation on | May 1993 on account 
of ‘table failure’. It had been kept in operational condition in its last years 
by cannibalising the North Dynon and Dynon road weighbridges for spare 
parts, although they were not readily interchangeable and often new parts 
were fabricated using the broken components as a template. This increased 
maintenance costs and extended the down-time for the weighbridge. 
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ROAD WEIGHBRIDGES (continued) 


Year 

Location Capacity Make _ Installed Notes 

Melbourne - ? Toledo 1992 Three Toledo electronic weighbridges were installed by the Public 

South Dynon Transport Corporation as a part of the South Dynon Container Terminal 

(R Gate) upgrade. This weighbridge is still in use and became the property of the 
National Rail Corporation with the hand-over of the terminal from the 
PTC on | May 1993. 

Montague 20 tonnes’ Fairbanks 1921 Out of use by the late 1970s. Date removed unknown. May have been 

Shipping Shed removed in 1987/8 when the Port Melbourne line was converted to Light 
Rail. 

Sale 10 tonnes Fairbanks 1890 Removed in October 1977 and sent to Spotswood Reclamation Depot as 
scrap. 

Shepparton 10 tonnes Fairbanks 1903 Abolished in 1974. 

Spotswood Store 40 tonnes Howe 1966 Installed in December 1966.A feature of this weighbridge is the concrete 

Richardson deck. Still in use as at September 1999. 

Swan Hill 10 tonnes Fairbanks 1903 Abolished in 1975. 

Tatura 10 tonnes Fairbanks 1887 Sold in 1976 to the Phosphate Co.-Op. Company of Australia Limited for 
$50. 

Tongala lO tonnes Fairbanks 1903 Sold to the Shire Council on 4 August 1977. 

Toorak 20 tonnes Avery 1964 Removal completed on 20 December 1976. 

Wahgunyah 20 tonnes Fairbanks 1904 In 1976/77, this facility weighed grain, clay and superphosphate. It also 


weighed road vehicles for registration purposes. Sold to the Phosphate 
Co.-Op. Company of Australia Limited on | April 1978. The land on which 
the weighbridge stood was apparently leased to the buyer. 


Yarrawonga 35 tonnes VR 1916 Sold to the Shire of Yarrawonga in 1981 for $500. Still in place in 1998. 


ADDITIONAL NOTES REGARDING ROAD WEIGHBRIDGES 
™ The Fairbanks weighbridges had a 1/4 ft. x 8 ft. 3 in. (4.3 x 2.5 ™ The road weighbridges at Arden Street, Ballarat, Bendigo, 


metres) wooden deck. Fitzroy and Yarrawonga, as well as weighbridges in the Mel- 
= The road weighbridges at Merrigum and Trentham (both with bourne area located at Melbourne Goods, South (Side) Yard, 

a I0 tonne capacity) were listed in the VR Book of Weighing Cowper Street and North Dynon were fitted with automatic 

Instructions issued on | August 1969 as being operational, ticket recorders. By 1972, this function was only being used at 

even though they had actually been officially de-commissioned South (Side) Yard and North Dynon. 

in 1968. 


AVR cart weighbridge in use in the Melbourne goods yard in the mid-1920s PTC 167-11 
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COMMENTS ON WEIGHBRIDGE OPERATORS 
TRAINING 


Railway employees were originally trained internally to 
operate the weighbridges (It is believed that the VR was the 
only Australian system on which this occurred). However, 
from the mid-1970's the Railways were required to observe 
the statutory requirements that applied to other Government 
Departments requiring weighbridge attendants to be 
externally trained and certified. 


SWORN WEIGHERS 
Each weighbridge operator was required to become a sworn 
operator by making the following oath (or an affirmation if 
objecting to an oath) before a County Court judge or a 
stipendiary magistrate: 

I swear by Almighty God (or affirm) that I will faithfully, 
honestly, and truly, and to the best of my skill and ability, weigh all 
goods and live stock carried, or intended to be carried, on the 
Victorian Railways intrusted to me to weigh, and that I will record 
in every weighbridge book, form, or certificate Rept, issued, or given 
by me in respect of such goods and live stock, no weight other than 
the true weights as ascertained by me. 

Any sworn weigher found guilty of mnonfeasance, 
misfeasance or malfeasance in the course of their duties was 
subject to legal action to recover any damages incurred by the 
party penalised, as well as being liable to imprisonment for a 
term of not more than one year and a penalty of not more 
than $100 (in August 1969). 

1988 was the last year that a Railway employee became a 
sworn weigher. This person had been specifically trained to 
operate the South (Side) Yard weighbridge. 


NOTES 


1. Road weighbridges were originally installed to weigh horse drawn 
carts and were known by the VR until the 1950s as Cart 
Weighbridges. 

. The VR had a policy up until the mid-1970s to re-tare revenue 
earning freight wagons, excluding livestock vans, every three 
years. Wagons outshopped from the railway workshops after a 
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NUMBER OF WEIGHINGS PERFORMED =| 
ANNUALLY ON RAIL WEIGHBRIDGES 
Financial Year 

Location 1974/75 1975/76 1982/83 
Ballarat 6,468 5,849 4,556 
Benalla 1,088 765 407 
Bendigo 2,130 1,974 172 
Castlemaine 430 306 545 

Dimboola 841 1,019 762 
Hamilton 140 82 Closed 
Korumburra 32 31 Closed 
Maryborough 1,321 890 Closed 
Murtoa 122 887 Closed 
North Geelong 2,100 2,241 589 
Seymour 161 100 Closed 
Shepparton 476 581 II 

Stawell 2,396 832 Closed 
Warragul 785 762 Closed 
Warrnambool 40 50 Closed 
Woodend 290 335 Closed 
Total 18,820 16,704 7,042 


major overhaul (undertaken every five years) were also re-tared. 
The tare weight in both cases was stencilled on the side of the 
wagon before returning to revenue traffic. Re-taring became less 
critical when the tolerance for overloading was eased in the late 
1970s. 

3. Wagons had to be stationary to be weighed, unlike modern ‘in- 
motion’ weighbridges, hence the term static to describe these 
weighbridges. 
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An overview of recent sightings and observations 


EASTERN LINE 
LOG TRAFFIC 


As at Fri.7.7, logs were being loaded 
at three locations on the Eastern line, 
namely Warragul, Morwell Shire 
Industrial Siding (148.5 kms.) and 
Bosworth Road level crossing (272.5 
km) near Bairnsdale. Logs are loaded 
at the western end of Warragul yard 
near the Freight Centre and in the 
siding located on the southern side of 
the line at Morwell Industrial Siding. 
Logs are loaded whilst the train stands 
on the main line at Bosworth Road. 

Two main types of wagon are 
employed in this traffic, namely 
VOHX bogie opens (based on the 
VOBX) and VFHX (based on the 
VFNX ). 

All VFHX wagons appear to have 
been fitted with five cradles to hold 
the logs. In contrast, only some 
VOHX wagons have cradles (being 
fitted with four rather than five). 

It was noted on Fri.7.7 that a one 
VFHX and five VOHX wagons were 
at Warragul in the process of being 
loaded with logs. Orange painted rail 
tractor 48RT was at Warragul to 
position wagons for loading. 

On the same day, a total of 17 log 
wagons were sighted at the Morwell 
Shire Industrial Siding being loaded, 
whilst 21 log wagons for Bosworth 
Road hauled by one X and two T class 
locos was sighted heading in the down 
direction near Sale. 

Wagons for Bosworth Road are 
normally hauled by two locos as far as 
Hillside. One loco is then cut off and 
attached to the rear of the train before 
it proceeds to Bairnsdale. The leading 
loco then pulls the train and trailing 
loco to Bosworth Road. Once loaded, 
the loco at the up end pulls the train 
back to Hillside. Both locos are then 
re-attached to the up end before 
proceeding to Sale. 

Log traffic from the east is currently 
so heavy that two log trains are 
normally run on weekdays. One 
exclusively serves Bosworth Road (and 
can be as long as 35 wagons), whilst 
the other serves Warragul and the 
Morwell Shire Industrial Siding. 

All logs are railed to North 
Geelong to be converted to woodchips 
before being loaded into ships for 
export. 


OTHER EASTERN LINE 
FREIGHT TRAFFIC 


As well as log traffic, Freight Australia 
currently move the following freight 
on the Eastern line: 


m Paper from Maryvale to the paper 
depot at Dynon. 


= Briquettes from the Morwell 
Briquette Siding to locations across 
the state, such as Colac and 
Warrnambool. 

m Fast Track (LCL) loading is railed to 
the Latrobe Valley Freight Centre 
located at the former Hazelwood 
Siding. LCL is roaded from this 
terminal to the freight centres at 
Warragul, Sale and Bairnsdale. 


V/LINE PASSENGER PUSH- 
PULL SERVICES 


Since Sun.9.4, the following weekday 
trains have been worked as push-pull 
sets using P class locos at each end: 


Set 1 (Consists of 2 x SH Sets) 


Departure 

Time Direction Corridor 

07 42 Up Bacchus Marsh 
17 17 Down Sunbury 

18 23 Up Sunbury 


Set 2 (Consists of 2 x SH Sets) 


Departure 

Time Direction Corridor 

06 00 Down Sunbury 

07 08 Up Sunbury 

17 07 Down Bacchus Marsh 


No push-pull sets are run on either 
Saturday or Sunday and one push-pull 
set is stabled at Bacchus Marsh, whilst 
the other is stabled at Spencer Street. 


SECURITY GUARDS COME 
AND GO ON BAYSIDE 
TRAINS 


On Mon.10.7, Bayside Trains 
introduced roving security guards on 
its trains after 21 00 to counter 
escalating vandalism and graffiti and 
to help passengers feel more secure. 


These guards were contracted from 
a private security firm (Chubb) and 
were also employed to patrol stations 
and other Bayside Trains facilities on 
their rounds. 


However, the unions saw the guards 
as a threat to the jobs of customer 
service staff and threatened to take 
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industrial action. The guards were 
subsequently withdrawn from trains 
on Wed.19.7, although they continue 
to patrol train stabling sidings. 


Additional police have been 
allocated to patrol the trains to fill the 
void left by the security guards. In 
addition, the State Government gave 
Bayside Trains permission (and 
presumably funding) to employ 53 
additional customer service employees 
to further improve security. 


CHANGE IN HIGH 
VISIBILITY CLOTHING 


As from Sun.1.10, all high visibility 
clothing used on the railways in 
Victoria will be the ‘special purpose 
orange’ colour and the ‘butter cup 
yellow’ colour clothing will cease to 
be worn. 


SOUTH WEST 


WEST COAST RAILWAY 


On Sat.15.7, WCR’s steam loco R711 
became disabled near Birregurra when 
the crosshead key on the fireman’s 
side failed at 98 km/h. This caused the 
piston to punch the front cylinder 
cover off, bend the connecting rod 
into an ‘S’ shape and severely damage 
some of the smaller valve gear rods. 
Parts were obtained from a number of 
sources (including an item from R714 
that was scrapped almost forty years 
ago). The loco was back running in 
two weeks. 


On Sat.8.7 T363 was utilized to 
rescue R761 which had suffered a 
brake pump failure at Maryborough. 
The T accompanied the R back to 
Melbourne but only to provide the 
necessary air brake pressure. 


Work on R766 has been delayed 
because of the repairs to R711. The 
firepan, however, has been 
constructed. The concentric nozzles, 
which provide the swirl to the oil fire, 
have been fitted at the recommended 
angle of 37 degrees to the horizontal. 
It was found after R711 entered 
service that they had been cut at 37 
degrees to the vertical, or 53 degrees 
to the horizontal. With the nozzles cut 
to the optimum angle, and a new and 
more sensitive oil burner, it is 
anticipated that this loco should out 
perform even R711 — something to 
look forward to! 
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J103 approaches Middle Footscray on a rail train to Anzac siding Spotswood 
on Wed.28.6 Jeff Bounds 


WESTERN STANDARD 
GAUGE 


AUTOMOBILE TRAFFIC 


There had been a resurgence of motor 
vehicles being transported between 
Melbourne and Adelaide on trains 
recently, with Fords heading to 
Adelaide and Holdens coming back. 
National Rail’s MP5 and PMS are the 
trains that have regularly contained 
up to five RMNY car carrier wagons 
once per week. 


UNUSUAL LOCOMOTIVES 
ATN Access had their fourth former 
Westrail L class locomotive, number 
265, delivered from Adelaide on 
Patricks’ AM3/9756 service, behind 
CLP14 and CLF3 on Tues.25.7. 


National Rail’s DL and 81 class 
locomotives have also been seen more 
frequently over the last month, and 
even the odd AN class has put in an 
appearance — ANSB trailed NR’s 81 
and 106 on AM5/9702 superfreighter 
on Wed.26.7. 


GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


The almost exclusive use of BL’s 27 
and 33 on the Overland in recent times 
has been broken with single NR’s 
appearing almost as often as the BL’s 
during July. NR94 combined with 
BL27 to operate the Adelaide bound 
service on the morning of Tues.25.7, 
forming a rare double header on this 
train. BL27 had run into Melbourne 
solo the previous evening. 


The Ghan continues to feature 
single NR’s in both directions. (GE) 


WESTERN BROAD GAUGE 


COWANGIE GYPSUM TRAINS 
9137/9138 
The loaded Cowangie gypsum train, 
9138, was reported departing Ouyen 
at 16 33 on Wed.2.8 with X52 
hauling X37 dead attached and four 
loaded gypsum wagons. An hour later 
it paused at Lascelles to collect two 
loaded grain wagons before 
continuing. Another grain wagon was 
collected at Morton Plains and 15 
more from Watchem. 

Upon arrival at Donald, an 
additional locomotive, S306, was 


added along with 9 container wagons. 
The S had earlier been sighted as part 
of the motive power for the opposing 
train, 9137, along with G516, X54 
and X34. (SK, AL) 

Four locomotive classes were 
represented on 9137 on Mon.7.8 
when G516-X44-S301-X33-X31- 
T400 combined to haul 34 wagons, 
contrasting with the following day 
when it was only one class and two 
locomotives with X36-X49 hauling 
25 wagons. On both occasions these 
trains passed Gheringhap around an 
hour later than scheduled, at 15 32 
and 15 39 compared to the official 
time of 14 35. (SK/SD/GE) 


GRAIN 


Grain trains through Gheringhap 
during July continued to display a 
wide range of motive power, with 
T396 appearing on 9123 down empty 
grain on Mon.31.7 behind a G and X. 
The G, H, S and X classes remain as 
the regular locomotives for these 
duties, with T’s only appearing 
occasionally. (GE) 


NORTH WEST 
BALLARAT EAST 


Movements in and out of Ballarat East 
continue with West Coast Railway’s 
locomotives passing through for 
services and repairs, and some of 
Freight Australia’s in for repainting. 


B61 was in and out for a routine 
service on Wed.28.6 and Fri.30.6 
respectively, while R711 came in on 


The up Austrac hauled by EL58-EL57 rumble past Tottenham B Box as X42 waits 
clearance off the Brooklyn Loop line on a quarry train on Thurs.23.8.99 Peter Foote 


Sun.2.7 after the problems outlined in 
the South West section, but was out 
and back into service by the end of 
the month. $302 came in for a service 
and a repaint on Tue.18.6. 


Former Victorian Railways B80 
finally left Ballarat East on Wed.12.7, 
after being refurbished and repainted 
into a striking new yellow, grey and 
red colour scheme in preparation to 
take up duties operating the 
Murraylander between Adelaide and 
Tailem Bend, South Australia. On the 
same day $311 and T385 were also 
released, and all three then travelled 
to Melbourne, via Bacchus Marsh. 


A78 was released in Freight 
Australia colours on Thurs.6.7 and 
A71 came in for the same treatment 
on Tues.11.7 and was released on the 
same day as R711 on Fri.28.7. 


BALLARAT 


Filming was carried out at Ballarat 
station on Wed.28.6, utilising 
Steamrail’s T364-17BE-3ABE-470 
ZD. During the filming T364 was 
carrying T333’s identification to 
provide continuity with scenes shot 
earlier at Maldon, despite the two 
locos being of different body styles. 


The remainder of the louvre vans 
that had been stored at Middle Creek 
on the Ballarat to Ararat line have 
been retrieved, with one batch behind 
X43-H1 on Tue.27.6 and the final 
48 behind X31-H2 on Thurs.20.7. 
(Refer to July and August NEWSRAIL 
for additional details.) (DMc) 


Cd 
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G524 stands at the head of 9141 Dynon - Mildura container train in 


Maryborough yard on Sat.12.8 Jonathon Thomas 


The conversion of the Lydiard street 
level crossing gates from manual to 
automated operation continues, but 
has appeared to have slowed recently, 
with no visible progress being noted 
during July. 


MILDURA AREA 


Mineral sands traffic is proposed to 
originate on rail at Redcliffs, just 
South of Mildura. The proposal calls 
for sands to be transported by road to 
the unused Mildura Co-operative Fruit 
Co. (formerly Redcliffs Co-operative) 
siding for transhipment to rail. 


Multi-unit 8177-8140 in Alumatta Loop, Wangaratta waiting to cross the up XPT 
on Thurs.27.7 Matt Robinson 


| 1 


mali | 


peters mo 


Construction of an overhead grain 
loader on the down side of Nullawil at 
371.5 km on the Kulwin line was well 
advanced when noted in early June. 
The loader is located on the main line, 
similar to the arrangement at Loxton 
in South Australia. 


NORTH EAST STANDARD 
GAUGE 


DL47 


On Fri.7.7, DL47 arrived in 
Melbourne from NSW on 6WP2 steel 
train trailing NR’s 4 and 5. The next 
day it was seen trailing NR79, again 
on 6WP2 heading to Adelaide, 
probably for repairs at the Dry Creek 
MPC. It arrived back in Melbourne on 
Mon.24.7 on 5PW4, on its way back 
to NSW. (RMc) 


MANGALORE 


Highlights reported from our 
correspondent from Mangalore for 
June and early July included the 
initial operations by ATN Access, and 
some double-headed combinations on 
Freight Corp’s SM2/MS82 freight. 


These double combinations have 
been observed in a number of forms, 
including double 81’s, 81-82 and 81- 
48 lash-ups. 


An example of the latter was 
observed on Tues.29.6 when 8177 and 
4879 were leading this service towards 
Sydney, and a triple in the form of 
8216-8160-8179 was seen on Sat.1.7. 
(PF) 
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N453 heads an up Traralgon service as it approaches Morwell 
on Sat.27.5 Cameron Hellings 


NORTH EAST BROAD 
GAUGE 


ECHUCA RICE TRAFFIC 


On Wed.5.7, X32 arrived at 
Shepparton at 06 40 with 20 grain 
(rice) wagons from Echuca that were 
later attached to a Tocumwal bound 
goods, 9351. X32 departed later in 
the day with the rice loading from 
Tocumwal that had arrived off either 
9352 or 9354 Up Tocumwal goods. 
The next day it was X31 that 
appeared with 20 grain wagons from 


Echuca before departing for the return 


journey with 10 grain wagons. 


TOCUMWAL GOODS 9351/9352 
AND 9353/9354 


On Tues.27.6, the combination of 
A71-P19-P20 was observed on the 
front of the Up Tocumwal goods, 


9354. 


Thurs.6.7 saw 9351 arriving at 
Shepparton at 12 28 with P21-A81- 
$301 leading 20 wagons made up of 
5 oil tankers and 15 container flats. 
They departed, heading north, 
sixtynine minutes later hauling 20 
grain wagons and the 15 flats. 


At 13 03, 9352 arrived on its way 
back to Melbourne behind A79-X49 
with 24 wagons consisting of 12 flats 
holding 25 containers and 12 grain 
wagons. Upon departure only 16 
minutes later, the load was the 12 
container wagons and 4 oil tankers. 


SHEPPARTON 


Some loading has been reported 
originating at the Pivot siding at 
Congupna, north of Shepparton, such 
as on Tues.20.6 when P21 arrived at 
Shepparton at 14 40 with five wagons 
from this location. 


For the first time in many years, a 
louvre van, VLEX 875 P, was sighted 
in the Freight Gate line-up at 
Shepparton, and it was again sighted 
there on Thurs.6.7. 


Weekly visits to the Shepparton 
yard on Sundays yielded the following 
observations — 


Sun.2.7. N461, A79 and X33 
Sun 9.7. N456, A77 and A81 
Sun.16.7 N451, A77 and A81 


The yard pilot on Thurs.6.7 was 
P23. (CC) 


MANGALORE 


Below are a number of examples of 
the motive power that can be seen on 
trains in the North East, with all 
times recorded at Mangalore. 


Fri.23.6 at O1 15 
X50-H5-X49-X31 on a down 
Wodonga goods. 

Mon.26.6 at 16 55 
X33-A71-T378 on a up Tocumwal 
goods. 

Mon.26.6 at 22 05 
X-X on an up North East grain. 


Sat.1.7 at 17 36 
$313 (Steamrail) and GNR’s 376- 
345 on an up Wodonga ballast 
train. 


Thurs.6.7 at 10 55 
P21-A81-S on a down Tocumwal 
goods. 


The lack of a P class locomotive on 
the Tocumwal train observed on 
Mon.26.6 was quite unusual. (PF) 


METROPOLITAN 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS 


For two Mondays during July, the 
down empty coil train, 9553, had all 
four BLs up front, however, on each 
occasion two were stabled at Long 
Island and the other two returned on 
9556 empty slab. On Mon. 10.7, it 
had BL32-BL30-BL34-BL29 with 
BL’s 29 and 34 returning. On 
Mon.17.7 it ran as BL’s 34, 29, 32 
and 30 with BL30-BL32 returning. 


Coil loading has been coming out of 
Hastings seven days a week although 
slab loading has been slightly down on 
normal, possibly due to trackwork 
between Moss Vale and Port Kembla 
in NSW. 


BL’s 32 and 30 and BL’s 29 and 34 
have been the two pairs during July. 
Something to note is that they are 
turned at least twice a week, via the 
North Melbourne reversing loop. It 
always happens on weekends with the 
lead BL on Saturday’s 9558 to 
Melbourne always leading back to 
Long Island on Sundays 9553. (RMc) 


SOUTH EAST 


MARYVALE PAPER TRAIN 


9462 paper train on Sunday 
afternoons leaves Morwell around 

16 00 and can be seen in daylight for 
some of its trip. It usually has two A’s 
up front, but on Sun.2.7, $301 led the 
train, with A71 trailing. On Sun.9.7, 
it had A71-A79, which was probably 
the last time two orange FA A class 
ran together. On Sun.16.7, it had X47 
leading a green A. 


On Sun.23.7, it was back to normal 
with A85 andA77. A85 was freshly 
painted in FA green, which also has 
the map on the front green, compared 
to the white map on earlier painted 
locos like A77. All trains had 19 
wagons with few, if any empty slots. 


(RMc) 


NEWSRAIL September 2000 


ROLLINGSTOCK 


A review of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


FN 10 OUTSHOPPED FROM 
LIFT AND GENERAL 


Set FN 10 was outshopped from 

Newport Wokshops on Fri.30.6 after 

having undergone a lift and general 

overhaul. As a part of this overhaul, the 
following major changes were made to 
the set: 

m High capacity airconditioning con- 
denser fans were fitted to improve 
the reliability of the system in hotter 
weather. 


m™ The head end power supply was 
converted to dual power (hence the 
set now carries the D code). 


m The set was repainted externally and 
is the first N set to be entirely 
repainted in the red and blue livery 
for the second time. N 3 is the last 
N set still running in the orange and 
grey livery. 


N CAR PACKAGE BEARING 
PROGRESS 


VLP has been progressively fitting the 
Vickers Ruwolt bogies fitted to N sets 
with Timken package bearings in place 
of the original SKF roller bearings. 

As at Sat.1.7, all N sets had been 
fitted with package bearings, except for 
Set N 15 and car ACN 24 of Set N 8. 


TENTH RED AND BLUE 

H SET 

Set FLH32 was outshopped from 
Newport Workshops in July after 


having undergone a lift and general 
overhaul. This set was repainted red 
and blue externally during this 
overhaul and is the tenth H set to lose 
its orange and grey livery. 

The sliding doors were not replaced 
with new doors, as this set had been 
equipped with the prototype fibreglass 
composite doors. Consequently, this 
set does not have the door locks fitted 
to other fibreglass composite door 
equipped H sets. 

The set was initially issued to traffic 
on Wed.12.7, but was returned to 


Newport Workshops on Mon.17.7 for 
further adjustments. It was outshopped 
again on Wed.19.7. 


Wuy Nort SUBSCRIBE 
AND HAVE NEWSRAIL 
HOME DELIVERED? 


Details — 
ARHS MEMBERSHIP OFFICER 
BOX 5177AA, GPO 
MELBOURNE 3001 


N455 crosses the North Melbourne flyover with a new style V/Line lettering 
following a recent overhaul. Sat.17.6 Je/f Bounds 


The second person sands the track by hand as X42-H3 struggle up Beaufort Bank as they clear wagons from Middle Creek 


on Wed.7.6 Jeff Bounds 


WORK ON MOTORISING 
LYDIARD STREET GATES 
COMMENCES 


The task of motorising the Lydiard 
Street interlocking gates at Ballarat 
commenced on Mon.8.5 with the 
closure of the crossing to road traffic. 
It is anticipated that this project 
will be completed sometime around 
August/September. 


NEW PIDS AT BALLARAT 
COMMISSIONED 


A new Passenger Information Display 
System (known as a PIDS) at Ballarat 
station was commissioned in mid-June. 


NEW PASSENGER LUGGAGE 
TROLLEY SYSTEM 
COMMISSIONED 


A new luggage trolley system for 
passengers was commissioned at 
Spencer Street station on Mon.16.7. 
Racks of luggage trolleys have been 
installed on each platform, including 
suburban platforms. 

Trolleys are released from the racks 
by inserting a $2 coin in a machine at 
the end of each rack. Passengers receive 
a 20¢ refund from the machines when 
the trolleys are returned to the racks. 

The luggage trolley system was 
installed and is operated by QVS — the 
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A round-up of News items 


same company that owns and manages 
the lockers in the basement at Spencer 
Street station. 


NEW SHELTER AT 
DONNYBROOK 


The task of erecting and fitting out a 
new passenger waiting shelter on the 
up platform at Donnybrook was com- 
pleted in early July. 

This shelter is of a similar design to 
the shelter on the up platform at 
Broadford. 


POINT BANNERS AT 
ARARAT 

On Fri.9.6, point banners were fitted to 
the up and down end Annett locked 
main line points at Ararat. The point 
banners are of the same style as those 
on use on the trans Australian railway. 

A reflectorised green fish tailed 
arrow pointing in the direction of the 
lie is displayed when the points are set 
in the normal position. 

Two reflectorised red discs are 
displayed when the points are set in the 
reverse direction. 

In addition, the existing ‘A’ pattern 
Annett locks provided at the up and 
down ends of the siding were removed. 
Standard non-trailable type hand 
operated point machines were fitted 
on the up and down end points. Both 


point machines are secured in the 
normal position with a miniature 
‘Fortress’ type ‘F’ pattern Annett key. 
The Annett key is kept in a safe- 
working cabinet at the centre of the 
yard. The door to the cabinet is secured 
with a VSPSW padlock. 


FLINDERS STREET E 
SIGNAL BOX ALTERATIONS 


On Mon.26.6, the route setting 
signalling console was removed from 
Flinders Street E Box. 


WESTALL ROAD GRADE 
SEPARATION 


A road over rail bridge is currently 
being built to carry Westall Road over 
the Eastern line at Westall. This bridge 
is a part of a larger road project that 
will form an alternative route to 
Springvale Road through the Spring- 
vale area. 

Work on the bridge started in mid- 
1999 and by July 2000 it was noted 
that the road approach embankments 
were essentially complete and that 
most of the structure was in place. 


NORTH GEELONG SIGNAL 
ALTERATION 

On Tues.11.7, the incandescent light 
unit was removed from down home 
signal post No.27 at North Geelong 


B76 approaches a speed restriction as it leaves South Geelong on a down Warrnambool service on Tues.18.7 Tricia Avé 
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A major collision took place at Holmesglen on the Glen Waverley line as an up empty car set hit the rear of a train stopped in 
the platform as its driver was repairing defective doors in its rear car. The accident scene on Wed.26.7 Chris Gordon 


and a collimated LED unit was 
installed. 


All train crews have been requested 
to comment on the quality of the new 
light unit. 


CARNEGIE SIGNAL 
ALTERATION 


On Sat.23.7, Automatic Signal D376 
at Carnegie was converted to a LED 
Signal. 


CONCOURSE SNACKS 
MODIFIED 


On Mon.3.7, work commenced on 
installing deep fryers and associated 
exhausts in the snack/fast food bar 
located on the concourse at Spencer 
Street station. This work was com- 
pleted within a day and a half and 
concourse snacks was closed whilst this 
work was underway. 


Refreshments were served from a 
temporary stall erected beside con- 
course snacks whilst the modifications 
were being made. 


ELECTRIC STAFF RADIO 
LINK ON STONY POINT 
LINE 


On Sun.9.7, the existing electric staff 
aerial lines between Somerville, Long 
Island Junction and Hastings were 
removed. A radio link was installed 
between the three locations to facilitate 
the operation of the electric staff 
instruments. 


Given that the radio message 
transmitted between these locations 
must be identified and then processed, 
this has introduced a minor time delay 
when withdrawing/inserting an 
Electric Staff. 


PILKINGTON SIDING 
ABOLISHED 


On Mon.17.7, the Pilkington Siding 
near Dandenong on the Cranbourne 
line was abolished. The following alter- 
ations were made as a result: 
™ The hand operated points giving 
access to the siding were abolished. 
™ The push buttons provided to 
activate the level crossing and the 
associated Notice Boards were 
abolished. 
™ The south side boom barrier 
protecting the siding at the Greens 
Road level crossing was removed. 
This siding was originally completed 
on 7.6.1962 and was opened to traffic 
in September 1962 as the Australian 
Window Glass Pty Ltd Siding. It later 
became known as the Pilkington ACI 
Siding. 


ACCESS TO ATN LOCO 
SERVICING FACILITY 
COMMISSIONED 


On Thurs.6.7, the following alterations 

took place at McIntyre Loop: 

= A set of WSA type hand operated 
points facing down trains were com- 
missioned in the Lysaght Lead which 
extends from the up end of No.3 
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Track. The hand points provide 
access to the new ATN Locomotive 
Servicing Facility and are situated 
110 metres on the up side of the 
motorised points leading from No.3 
track to No.2 track. 


™ The Lysaght Siding lead was re- 
stored to service. 


® Down Dwarf Signal No.MCT12 was 
relocated to a new position on the 
immediate down side of the hand 
points leading to the Servicing 
Facility. The Dwarf Signal was con- 
verted to a ground mounted type 
and remains situated on the down 
side of the Lysaght Lead. 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE 
MASTER KEY CHANGES 


On Fri.7.7, the following changes to 

the Master Keys used on the South 

Geelong - Warrnambool corridor were 

made: 

™ Ordinary type Master Key No.69 
engraved ‘South Geelong - War- 
rnambool’ was withdrawn. 


™ One of the two Miniature type 
Master Keys originally provided for 
the Geelong Racecourse Inter- 
mediate Siding was withdrawn. The 
remaining Master Key was relocated 
to South Geelong Signal Box. 


™ The only Master Keys now available 
for this line are — No.12 Miniature 
type, No.13 Miniature type and 
‘Geelong Racecourse’ Miniature 


type. 
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G CLASS AT WORK 


Above left: G537-519-532 lead 3MP9 at Clapham in South Australia on Wed.6.10.99 
Above right: G522-542 arrive at Cox’s River, New South Wales on 9755 log train on Mon.29.5 Both photos Jamie Fisher 


VICTORIAN YEAR IN STEAM’ SERIES Steam Media, producer of the best selling ‘Victorian Year In Steam’ series 
proudly presents 
proudly presents 


STEAM | EASTER STEAM 
Fone 2000 
Featuring 3801 and 3830 on 
THE MILLENNIUM AURORA TOUR 


An exciting TWO HOUR production comprehensively covering the heritage rail 
event of 2000 as double 38 class travelled through Victoria and Southern NSW 
@ Parallel run of 3801 and 3830 with R711 Coverage by ten camera crews 
and R761 Standing start on the 1 in 40 grade at Portland 

@ Eleven different steam locos in action  Lineside, footplate, parallel and on train footage 
First standard gauge steam in western Victoria Bellarine Peninsula Railway Easter Steam 
Coverage on Ararat, Portland and Dimboola lines Extravaganza 
@ Day and night action @ Visual tribute to the late Gerald Dee 
® Ararat stall 3801 cab ride And much more .. . 


3801 & 3830 VISIT VICTORIA 
All colour, all original CD quality sound RRP $42.95 


ON SHENG aM RY Media: Bringii Ll in video. Thi ducti d and 
team Media: bringing you excellence in video. 1S Pro uction mastered an 
MILLENNIUM AURORA TOUR edited using ‘State of the Art’ digital tape and equipment. 
featuring Steam Media tapes available from: 

3801 & 3830 running parallel with The Railfan Shop, leading hobby outlets, rail enthusiast groups, ARHS Sales, 

R711 & R761 Tourist Railways and selected ABC shops and centres. 

First standard gauge steam to Cressy, Fax/mail orders: All major credit cards welcome (03) 9561 8061 

Ararat, Portland and Dimboola P.O. BOX 707, MULGRAVE 3170 $48.95 P&P included. 

3801 cabride Visit our Web site - www.railpage.org.au/smedia 


Footage in Victoria & NSW for full details of all Steam Media productions and retail sales outlets. 
BPR Easter Steam Extravaganza 


Eleven different steam locos in action ; ; : ; . 
Visual trib Ratbwo(@aciip Have you seen ‘Sayonara 766 — Coalie’? Ninety minutes of top steam action covering the last 
IGEN M RIS TIS oy ENS TENS CATES SS run of R766 as a coal burner double heading with R711 to Ballarat. RRP $37.95 


(Ss) Steam Media, producer of the best selling COLLECTOR’S EDITION VIDEO 
pd 


aah 


‘1999 — The Victorian Year in Steam’. The next volume in our extremely popular annual two 


A Steam Media Productio n hour almanacs covering Victorian steam operations is due for November release. All the top 
action from 1999, including double headed Rs and R711 cab ride. 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


STEAM ON THE LENS 


John Kiely, a Hamilton Photographer, 
is the author of the book, Steam on the 
Lens. 


The book is a biography of Wilf 
Henty, with the reproduction of some 
of Wilf’s photographs taken while he 
was working with the railways from 


1900 to 1940. 


Wilf Henty started on the railways 
as a timekeeper and progressed up to 
an engineer. During his period with the 
railways he documented rail construc- 
tion and the people both working on 
the rail construction and in the 
adjoining towns and settlements by 
means of photographic images. 


Wilf Henty was the grandson of 
Stephen George Henty, one of the 
original Henty settlers in the western 
district. Wilf’s brother farmed on a 
property out of Hamilton, which was 
Wilf’s home base. Most of his time 
was spent camping out around Vic- 
toria while working on various rail 
developments. 


His photographic record of some 
4000 negatives is a documentation of 


Australian history and development 
over that period. 

Russell Savage, MLA, Member for 
Mildura, who is a rail enthusiast, 
encouraged John Kiely to continue to 
research the photographic record and 
paid for the book to be published. The 
profits from the limited edition of the 
book will go to the restoration of the 
paddle steamer, Swccess. 

Copies of the book can be obtained 
from the ARHS Sales Department and 
from The Rail Fan shop. 


VICTORIAN RAILWAYS 
ATLAS ON INTERNET 

Readers wishing to view a series of 
maps tracing the evolution of the 
Victorian rail network between 1860 
and 2000 should look up the internet 
site at: http://www.ted.cmis.csiro.au/ 

~ajw/VRMaps. 

This site has been compiled by 
Andrew Waugh and can only be 
described as superb and a ‘must visit’ 
site for any railway enthusiast. 

The first page of the atlas gives a 
brief outline of how the atlas was 
produced and describes the evolution 
of the rail system. This is followed by 


maps for 1860, 1870, 1880, 1890, 
1900, 1910, 1920, 1930, 1940, 1950, 
1960, 1970, 1980, 1990 and 2000. 

Andrew is to be congratulated for 
producing such an excellent site and 
making the information so freely 
available. 


REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 


There is a search going on for Victorian 
Railways cups and saucers made at 
Drayton Potteries, Sunshine. 

The Drayton Brothers ran a 
substantial pottery at Sunshine from 
about 1918 until it was sold in the late 
1950s. Previously this pottery (opened 
in 1916) had been owned by the 
Commonwealth China Manufacturing 
Company. 

Drayton Potteries made insulators 
for use in electrical and telephone 
installations, as well as jugs, vases, tea- 
pots, cups and saucers. 

A photo taken in the early 1920s 
shows a group of workers, including 
the Drayton family, holding items 
made at the potteries. Some of the 
young women are holding cups and 
saucers. 


SSS 


G527 leads 9189 empty grain train through Meredith in Victoria on Mon.6.3 Jamie Fisher 


The most famous product of the 
factory was the Sunshine electric jug — 
an invention of international signifi- 
cance. 

The Sunshine & District Historical 
Society is keen to collect more infor- 
mation about this firm and its 
products, especially the cups and 
saucers. One problem is that Draytons 
did not always put their brand name on 
their products. 

If any reader has information about 
the Drayton contracts for crockery for 
the Victorian Railways or have any 
cups and saucers which might have 
been made at Draytons for the 
Victorian Railways, please contact Tom 


Rigg on 9366-6168. 


BOYS’ DANGEROUS PRANK 


Mr Jack Mclean has submitted the 
following: 

The undermentioned news item was 
extracted from the Box Hill Reporter 
newspaper for 17 September 1926: 

‘Details of a remarkable attempt by 
three boys to wreck a railway train 
which was very nearly successful were 
released by railway officials on Wed- 
nesday night. 
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The incident occurred on the Outer 
Circle railway line shortly after midday 
on Tuesday, the train being the com- 
posite railmotor which runs from 
Deepdene to Riversdale. The boys, 
whose ages range between 12 and 14 
years had apparently been in a game 
believed to have been prompted by the 
influence of moving pictures. 


In a deep cutting near the Roystead 
station, they collected a large pile of 
stones and a kerosene (sic) tin and 
placed them on the railway line in such 
a manner that the obstruction would 
derail any train striking it. 


The railmotor is slightly built, 
consisting of two small railmotors 
coupled together and the obstruction 
would have been formidable to it. 
Having blocked the line, the boys 
climbed to the top of the cutting and 
masked themselves with red handker- 
chiefs, which formed part of their 
equipment as ‘train wreckers’. They 
then awaited the result of their work. 


Shortly afterwards the 11.09 am 
railmotor from Deepdene approached, 
but fortunately the driver saw that the 
line was blocked and by prompt 
application of the brakes he was able to 


Where zs it 


stop the railmotor before it reached the 
obstruction. 

In their excitement at the partial 
success of their attempt to ‘hold up’ the 
train the boys went to the edge of 
the embankment where their masks 
attracted the attention of crew and pas- 
sengers. The guard chased the boys but 
having to climb the embankment was 
considerably hampered from the out- 
set. He reached the top in time to see 
the last of the boys disappearing, but 
after a long chase captured the fugitive. 
The police were called and they took 
charge of the boy. Later the names of 
the other two were discovered and pro- 
ceedings will be taken against all three 
at the Children’s Court on summons’. 

Some of Mr McLean’s friends (?) 
have suggested he was one of the 
culprits, but as he claims to have only 
been four years of age at the time he is 
professing his innocence. It is possible 
that should he have been in the vicinity 
he would have made an heroic attempt 
to save the train. 

Mr McLean said that the only time 
he saw the steam Deepdene Dasher was 
from a seven car swing door spark on 
the Box Hill line between July and 
August 1926. 


Last month’s answer: Wally Andrews of Williamstown was correct in saying E472 was crossing the Merri Creek viaduct 
between Rushall and Merri on the Epping line. 


This month’s question: It is not often you would find a five letter station name longer than the building it is attached to. This did 
happen at Erwen, but where is it? 
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BRANCH LINE 
CLASSIFICATION YARD ) : 


, 490 Dorset Rd., Croydon, Victoria, 3136 Phone: 9723 1211 
NEWSRAIL’S Fax: 9723 5432 Website: wwwibranchline.com.au 


Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column Email: trains@branchline.com.au 
: HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 am. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 am. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines for sale in the shop. For a list please 


send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187. Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
Phone (03) 9596 6342. 10 am. - 6.30 p.m. 10 am. - 9 pm. 9 am.- 5 p.m. 
Y2K list of Railway and Tramway Collectables: yours for the asking. Stafford Stamps, Magazines and Books New and Used Models 


Box 73, Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. 


Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 


phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, PO Box By 
342, Mulgrave 3170. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month.All advertisers | HES b) INGE NIE SHED) 
are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any advertisement as they 


contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on request. Charges: Based MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2.20 per line per month. Special rate . . 
for ARHS members $1.10 per line per month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 


4 lines per month. 


Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
a Friday 9 am. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 am. to 12 noon. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO DO RESEARCH 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? RAILWAY HOUSE 


THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the down Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 


' 9 sales, service and pre-loved 
platform at Windsor from 8 p.m.4 Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 


2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.S.W. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


See you there! 


Ashburton 


WE KNOW 


SYAWLIAR 


BACKWARDS 


TRAVEL 


A Division of Imac Enterprises Pty. Ltd. A.C.N. 071 030 834 Licence No. 32319 


Mail Order Specialists — 5 
phone, fax, write or Internet! FALSIKE TE TOUR EIWEA SY ENCE: 
Australia’s largest range of railway, tramway OLR A JSAUEDEYE | 


and bus material — magazines, books, 
videos, railway ephemera (including internal 


railway books), models, slides, photographs, oe guiding Rail Fans along the right 
audio tapes, badges, posters, postcards, es : 
mugs, etc., etc.! track within Australia ... 


and throughout the World. 


Write, phone or fax us now 
for a copy of our current list! 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 297A High Street, Ashburton, Victoria 3147 


40 Market Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 Telephone: (03) 9885 5231 
Phone/Fax (03) 9621 2238 Facsimile: (03) 9885 8014 


www — http://railfan.webmania.com.au// 
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YEAR 2000 NEW RELEASES 


Available from all good hobby shops, booksellers and newsagents. 


Heritage 
Photographer Profile 


7) 


“Jim Seletto” “Lindsay Crow” 


Locomotive Profile 
Victorian Railways “C” Class 
“Consolidation” 2-8-0 Heavy Goods Locomotive 
A photogra, nt 


phic profile - Edited by John Sarge 


| 


f 29 RAIL SCENE 
— AUSTRALIA 


“E.M.D. Bulldogs” 


“POWER UNDER THE STARS” 


A Photographic Profile of Night Rail Operations in South East Australia 


“Power Under the Stars” “Jean and Geoff Campbell” 


Profile series 48 pages, $33.00 including G.S.T. Railscene series 96 pages, $55.00 including G.S.T. 
Also available direct from Train Hobby Publications post free anywhere in Australia. 


at Train hobby Publications 


P.O. Box 5005 

El Studfield, Victoria, Australia. 3152 
Phone: 03-9801-1210 
Fax: 03-9801-5225 


